Table.
Study-type definitions 

	Study type
	Definitions

	Case Control Study
	Papers reporting observational epidemiological study of persons with the disease (or other outcome variable) of interest and a suitable control (comparison, reference) group of persons without the disease. The relationship of an attribution to the disease is examined by comparing the diseased and nondiseased with regard to how frequently the attribute is present or, if quantitative, the levels of the attribute, in each of the groups.

	Cohort and Longitudinal Study
	Papers reporting an analytic method of epidemiology study in which subsets of a defined population can be defined who are, have been, or in the future may be exposed or not exposed, or exposed in different degrees, to a factor or factors hypothesized to influence the probability of occurrence of a given disease or other outcome. The main feature of a cohort study is observation of large numbers over a long period (commonly years) with comparison of incidence rates in groups that differ in exposure levels (syn: concurrent, follow-up, incidence, longitudinal, prospective study). For the purposes of this study, papers identified as cohort papers represent cohorts for which the data are not yet representative of longitude analysis. They are, in methodology, cross sectional in nature. The alternative terms for a cohort study, i.e., follow-up, longitudinal and prospective study, describes the essential feature of the method, and reports observations of the population for a sufficient number of person-years to generate reliable incidence or mortality rates in the population subsets. This generally implies study of a large population, study for a prolonged period (years), or both.

	Comparison Study 
	Papers reporting a group with which the statistical measures of the outcomes of interest in the index group are compared with those of an external population. Comparison undertaken in papers reported on in this study included, internal and external population group comparisons, over time and across geographical regions

	Epidemiology – incidence, prevalence and/or trends
	Papers reporting a specific statistical measure of disease occurrence – incidence, prevalence, or trends of these measures – or (of) other health-related characteristics in human populations. Generally observations concerned the relationship of disease to basic characteristics such as age, sex, race, geographical location, occupation and social class. Incidence: The number of instances of illness commencing, or of persons falling ill, during a given period in a specified population. More generally the number of new events, e.g. new cases of a disease in a defined population, within a specified period of time. Prevalence: The number of events, e.g., instances of a given disease or other condition in a given population at a designated time; sometimes used to mean prevalence rates. When used without qualification, the term usually refers to the situation at a specified point in time (point prevalence). Trends: A long term movement in an ordered series, e.g. a time series. An essential feature is that the movement, which possibly irregular in the short term, shows movement consistently in the same direction over a long term.

	Case Report Study

	Papers reporting a case report (in medicine), a detailed report of the symptoms, signs, diagnosis, treatment and follow-up of an individual patient. They contain a demographic profile of the patient, but usually describe an unusual or novel occurrence in one of the following categories (1) An unexpected association between diseases or symptoms (2) An unexpected event in the course of observing or treating a patient (3) Findings that shed new light on the possible pathogenesis of a disease or an adverse effect (4) Unique or rare features of a disease (5) Unique therapeutic approach. A case report is a type of anecdotal evidence. As such, it is less scientifically rigorous than controlled clinical data involving a larger sample size.

	Case Study 
	Papers reporting an intensive study of a single group, incident, or community. Rather than using samples and following a rigid protocol to examine limited number of variables, case study methods involve an in-depth, longitudinal examination of a single instance or event: a case. They provide a systematic way of looking at events, collecting data, analyzing information, and reporting the results. Case studies lend themselves to both generating and testing hypotheses. It is a research strategy, an empirical inquiry that investigates a phenomenon within its real-life context. (Lamnek, 2005): “The case study is a research approach, situated between concrete data taking techniques and methodological paradigms.

	Cross Sectional Study 
	(syn: disease frequency survey, prevalence study) Papers reporting a study that examines the relationship between disease (and other health-related characteristics) and other variables of interest as they exist in a defined population at one particular time. The presence or absence of disease and the presence or absence of the other variables (or, if they are quantitative, their level) are determined in each member of the study population or in a representative sample at one particular time. The relationship between a variable and the disease can be examined (1) in terms of the prevalence of disease in different population subgroups defined according to the presence or absence (or level) of the variables and (2) in terms of the presence or absence (or level) of the variables in the disease versus the nondiseased.

	Surveillance Study 
	Surveillance Studies are studies with continuous analysis, interpretation, and feedback of systematically collected data, generally using methods distinguished by their practicality, uniformity, and rapidity rather than by accuracy or completeness.

	Case series 
	Papers reporting a case series (or clinical series) is an observational medical research study that tracks patients with a known exposure given similar treatment or examines their medical records for exposure and outcome. Retrospective or prospective, it usually involves a small number of patients. Case series may be consecutive or non-consecutive, depending on whether all cases presenting to the reporting authors over a period of time were included, or only a selection. They are frequently confounded by selection bias, limiting statements on the causality of correlations observed

	Audit
	Audit papers, are papers which measure the extent of implementation of best practice as defined by research or expert opinion. Inclusion criteria for an audit were defined as: (1) addressing a healthcare topic (2) developing an audit standard (3) evaluating actual practice (4) comparing practices against the standard. The final criterion of audit is (5) the dissemination of information and reaudit. 

	Practice or knowledge of health professional or parent
	Papers reporting studies grouped under this head reported on diseases, treatments or health care procedures experienced by children, where the knowledge, application of best practice guidelines, and/or practice norms, executed by health, and health-related personal including teachers and parents, was examined. 

	Intervention Study

	Papers reporting on investigations involving intentional change in some aspect of the status of the subjects, e.g., introduction of a preventive or therapeutic regimen, or designed to test a hypothesized relationship.

	Validation Study 
	Papers reporting on a process involved in establishing that the method under examination is sound for the purpose for which it is being used.

	Other studies –measuring tools effectiveness 
	Studies related to the effectiveness of measurement tool where a measure of sensitivity or specificity was not specifically reported.

	Screening Study
	The presumptive identification of unrecognized disease or defect by the application of tests, examinations or other procedures which can be applied rapidly. Screening tests are not diagnostic.

	Economic Study 
	Studies which use, in some measure, a decision model incorporating cost, relative effectiveness and valuations of health statues (utilities) for different treatment models

	Sensitivity and specificity of a measurement tool
	Papers which examine the sensitivity or specificity of a measurement tool. Sensitivity is the proportion of truly diseased (or positive) findings in a screened population. Sensitivity is a measure of the probability of correctly diagnosing a case, or the probability that any given case will be identified by the test. Specificity is the proportion of truly nondiseased (or negative) findings that are so identified by the screening test. It is a measure of the probability of correctly identifying a non-diseased person with a screening test. 

	Randomised controlled trials 
	Papers reporting on an epidemiological experiment in which subjects in a population are randomly allocated into groups, usually called study and control groups, to receive or not to receive an experimental preventive or therapeutic procedure, maneuver, or intervention. The results are assessed by rigorous comparison of rates of disease, death, recovery, or other appropriate outcome in the study and control group, respectively.

	Qualitative studies 
	Papers reporting on observation or information characterized by measurement on a categorical scale, i.e., a dichotomous or nominal scale, or if the categories are ordered, an ordinal scale. These included: Ethnographic studies - Papers reporting on the gathering of empirical data on human societies/cultures. Data collection is often done through participant observation, interviews, and questionnaires. Focus group study - Studies of qualitative research in which a group of people are asked – interactively - about their perceptions, opinions, beliefs and attitudes towards a product, service, concept or idea. Anthropology Studies - Papers reporting on“the study of humanity”. Methods vary according to the anthropology specialty - (1) biological or physical anthropology, (2) social anthropology or cultural anthropology, (3) archaeology and (4) anthropological linguistics.

	Legal Notes 
	Studies which address topic areas which have a civil law dimension


In this study, papers were grouped, not classified by these definitions. Groupings were undertaken under a “most suitable” rational, are subjective in nature and the opinion of the authors.


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































