Study inclusion/exclusion criteria
The criteria for papers included in the study are detailed in the Table. Papers identified using these criteria but deemed not eligible for the study, as detailed in the exclusion criteria, were excluded from subsequent analysis.
Inclusion Criteria

Table.
Inclusion criteria 

	Descriptor
	Descriptor details

	Databases
	Medline, PsycINFO, SocINDEX, CINAHL, EMBASE, ScienceDirect 

	Time frame
	January 2000 to October 2009

	Papers
	Peer review published journal articles

	Search terms*
	‘Neonate’, ‘Infant’, ‘Child’ and ‘Children’ ‘Ireland’ and ‘Irish’ 

	Age group
	Children up to and inclusive of 18 years of age

	Geography
	Children studied in Ireland

	Other population groups
	Parents, health professionals, educationalists or other persons whose knowledge, practice or actions, impacted on children’s health or well-being

	Animal studies
	Including conditions which commonly occur in childhood but, where ethical or other considerations prevent or limit human studies

	Other
	Studies which evaluated the effectiveness and efficiency of procedures utilised in providing health care to children


Exclusion criteria
Papers tangential to the study: For example, instances where the search terms yielded papers where medical equipment manufactured in Ireland were cited, or where the first, other author or institution had the word ‘Ireland’ or ‘Irish’ in their name.

Papers on study populations outside of Ireland: Irish children studied outside of Ireland such as migrant children or offspring of Irish parents in another country.

Papers reporting early life exposures and adult outcomes: Outcomes resulting from early life, childhood or adolescent exposures examined in adulthood.

*The search terms were combined to create a set of citations relevant to the area under investigation using Boolean logic operators ‘AND’, ‘OR’ and ‘NOT’ with search terms such as ‘Ireland AND Neonate’, ‘Ireland OR Irish AND Child’ ‘Ireland AND ‘Child OR Children’
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